Relgious education : guidance for key stages 2 and 3 : key messages for planning, learning and teaching = Addysg grefyddol : canllawiau ar gyfer cyfnodau allweddol 2 a 3 : negeseuon allweddol ar gyfer cynllunio dysgu ac addysgu by unknown
Religious education 
Guidance for Key Stages 2 and 3
Key messages for planning  
learning and teaching 
Audience   Teachers at Key Stages 2 and 3; SACREs; local authorities; tutors in initial teacher training;
  and others with an interest in continuing professional development.
Overview   These materials provide key messages for planning learning and teaching in religious   
  education. They include profiles of learners’ work to exemplify the standards set out in the 
  level descriptions and illustrate how to use level descriptions to make best-fit judgements at   
  the end of Key Stages 2 and 3. These are to be found in Exemplifying learner profiles at 
  Key Stages 2 and 3 in religious education: Additional guidance, on the accompanying  
  CD-ROM and on the Welsh Assembly Government’s website at  
  www.wales.gov.uk/eductionandskills
Action  SACREs to review learning plans and activities in their locally agreed syllabuses at 
required   Key Stages 2 and 3, and to prepare to make judgements at the end of Key Stage 3. 
Further  Enquiries about this guidance should be directed to:    
information Curriculum Division, Department for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills, 
  Welsh Assembly Government, Cathays Park, Cardiff CF10 3NQ
  Tel: 029 2082 1750    e-mail: curriculumdivision@wales.gsi.gov.uk
Additional   Can be obtained from:
copies   Tel: 0845 603 1108 (English medium)  0870 242 3206 (Welsh medium)
  Fax: 01767 375920    e-mail: dcells1@prolog.uk.com or by visiting the Welsh Assembly   
  Government’s website at www.wales.gov.uk/educationandskills
Related   Exemplifying learner profiles at Key Stages 2 and 3 in religious education: Additional 
documents   guidance (Welsh Assembly Government, 2011); Religious education: Guidance for 14 to   
  19-year-olds (Welsh Assembly Government, 2009); National exemplar framework for   
  religious education for 3 to 19-year-olds in Wales; Skills framework for 3 to 19-year-olds   
  in Wales; Making the most of learning: Implementing the revised curriculum; Ensuring  
  consistency in teacher assessment: Guidance for Key Stages 2 and 3 (Welsh Assembly   
  Government, 2008) 
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The	programmes	of	study	in	the	National exemplar framework 











































































The	accompanying	document Exemplifying learner profiles at 





	 	 are	designed	to	show	the	use	of	the	level	descriptions		 	
	 	 in	coming	to	judgements	about	a	learner’s	overall		 	
	 	 performance	at	the	end	of	the	key	stage.
Section	2	 contains	a	series	of	Key	Stage	3	learner	profiles.	These		 	
	 	 are	designed	to	show	the	use	of	the	level	descriptions		 	




•	 consider	the	standards	set	out	in	the	National exemplar    









version	of	National exemplar framework for religious education for 
3 to 19-year-olds in Wales,	Skills framework for 3 to 19-year-olds in 
Wales,	this	guidance	and	Exemplifying learner profiles at Key Stages 







•	 Making the most of learning: Implementing the revised   
 curriculum –	overview	guidance	on	implementing	the	new		 	
	 curriculum
•	 Skills framework for 3 to 19-year-olds in Wales –	which	includes		
	 guidance	about	progression	in	skills	
•	 Ensuring consistency in teacher assessment:	Guidance for Key  
 Stages 2 and 3
•	 A curriculum for all learners:	Guidance to support teachers of  
 learners with additional learning needs





•	 Religious education: Guidance for 14 to 19-year-olds in Wales
•	 People, Beliefs and Questions: Religious education for children 
 3 to 7-years-old










The National exemplar framework for religious education for  

























































































at Key Stages 2 



















































































































































































































































































































































of	their	investigation	to	draw on a variety of informed sources . . . 
























































3		The	legal	requirements	for	religious	education	can	be	found	in	the	National exemplar  




































































































































The	two	examples	provided	relate	to	the Optional Assessment 


























































ideas	below	relate	to	the	National exemplar framework for religious 
education for 3 to 19-year-olds in Wales and	to	Exemplifying learner 




























































































































































































































































































































































spiritual	or	ethical	ideas.	The	National exemplar framework for 















































	 	 why	the	teachings	and	religious	beliefs	inform	the	practice(s),		 	
	 	 e.g.	the	teachings	of	Holy	Week	describe	Jesus’	Last	Supper,		












	 	 religion/religious	tradition,	thus	concepts	such	as	forgiveness,		 	
	 	 hope	and	justice	might	have	different	interpretations	depending		
	 	 on	the	specific	religious	perspective	







In	ACCAC’s	Optional Assessments Material for Religious Education – 





























• Christians who help others – 
 the Salvation Army and the 
 members of the ‘Big Chapel’.
• They believe Jesus was special.
• They want to follow Jesus’
 example.
Recall and communicate basic teachings
Recall and communicate basic Christian beliefs
Is helping others
important? 
• Jesus’ teachings about God.
• Jesus being helpful.
• Good Samaritan.
Recall and communicate 
basic practices
• Christians who help others.
• Why are many Christians helpful? 
Why are these aspects of religion important to some people? 
• In what ways do you help others?
• Why is helping others important? 
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Describe some basic beliefs Describe some basic practices
Why do people 
have faith?
Describe how some of 
these aspects affect 
believers’ lives
Describe some basic teachings
• Jesus taught about 
 the Golden Rule and 
 forgiveness.
• The Ten Commandments 
 guides Jews.
• Muslims follow the 
 teaching in the Qur’an.
Believers:
• follow rules and teaching of 
 their religion
• worship regularly
• behave in specific ways 
 guided by beliefs, teachings 
 and practices.
• Many Christians  
 believe Jesus guides
 their lives. 
• The experiences of  
 Moses gives some 
 Jews faith in God.
• Many Muslims believe 
 and trust in Allah and 
 Muhammad, the
 prophet of Allah.
• Many Christians show their  
 faith by following the  
 example of Jesus and helping 
 others.
• Many Jews show their faith  
 by following God’s laws and 
 showing tsedakah.
• Many Muslims study the 
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Many Christians believe they should: 
• worship together because . . .
• share bread and wine because . . . 
• celebrate important times in Jesus’ life 
 because . . . 
• read the Bible because . . . 
• thank God for everything in their lives 
 because . . . 
• take care of the poor and helpless.
The Christian teachings in the Bible 
tell Christians:
• about Jesus’ life, death and 
 resurrection
• about God as creator and protector
• why Christians should care for 
 other people, even enemies
• why Christians should care for the 
 natural world and living things.
Describe and begin to explain 
the religious beliefs investigated
Describe and begin to explain the 
religious teachings investigated
Why is community 
important for Christians? 
Describe and begin to explain 
religious practices investigated
Many Christians:
• meet regularly to pray 
• help other people by giving 
 up money and time
• recognise that working 
 together is important.
Begin to identify the similarities 
and differences within religions






• work together to follow Jesus’ 
 teachings.
Give specific examples of the 
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• work together to follow Jesus’ 
 teachings.
Give specific examples of the 







• to help learners describe:
 – What can you say about . . . ?
 – What happens? When? Where? Who? How? 
• to help learners begin to explain:
 – Why is it special?
 – Why are they taking part?
 – Why do believers think this is important? 
  (religious beliefs, teachings, practices)
• to help learners exemplify impact:
 – What do religious people do daily?
• to help learners compare: 




















Make links between the 
religious beliefs studied
Make links between the 
religious practices studied
What makes us 
human?
Make links between the 
religious teachings studied
Many Christians believe that 
humans are: 
• different to animals because . . .
• created in the image of God 
 because . . .
• have special gifts and a special 
 purpose because . . . 
• capable of knowing what is 
 right/wrong because . . .  
How and why do many Christians:
• celebrate the gifts they have 
 been given (e.g. Harvest festivals, 
 Baptisms, praying for strength)
•  worship God
• try to follow Jesus’ teaching 
 by taking action.
Identify the similarities and 
differences within and across 
religions 
The Christian teachings in the 
Bible tell Christians:
• they have been given 
 responsibility to look after 
 the natural world
• they have a special 
 relationship with God
• they are meant to do God’s 
 work, sometimes with help
• how to choose between 
 right and wrong.
Describe the impact on 
believers’ lives 
Many Christians:
• meet regularly to 
 pray to help them 
 improve 
• try hard to use and 
 develop their talents
• help other people by 
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(Make) links between the 
religious beliefs, teaching 
and practices investigated
Explain differing religious viewpoints
Should people 
forgive others?
Many Muslims believe that:
• Allah is all forgiving and 
 all merciful.
The Qur’an teaches that:
• by following its teachings 
 Muslims will be able to 
 fully submit to Allah.
By practising a Muslim way 
of life:
• they will be choosing 
 good and are less likely to 
 need forgiveness.  
Many Muslims believe that: 
• Allah is most forgiving 
 because . . . 
• if Allah forgives those who 
 have done wrong and ask 
 forgiveness Muslims 
 should also because . . .
• they must ask Allah for 
 forgiveness, promise not 
 to go against Allah again 
 and make amends 
 because . . . 
Muslim teachings say that:
• Allah is forgiving and all 
 merciful (Surah 24:22)
• Muslims should pray for 
 forgiveness (Surah 51:18)
• Allah is forgiving, but not 
 for sin of shirk 
 (Surah 42:6)
• forgiving others is a good 
 thing (Surah 64:14) 
• reconciliation is a good 
 thing (Surah 42:40).
Use an understanding of 
the links between the
religious beliefs, teachings
and practices investigated
to consolidate an 
understanding of religion
Many Muslims:
• worship Allah as a way of 
 life because . . . 
• try to follow the teachings 
 in the Qur’an because . . . 
• try to practice goodness 
 because . . . 
• try to practice forgiveness 




(Make) links between the 
religious beliefs, teaching 
and practices investigated
Explain differing religious viewpoints
Should people 
forgive others?
Many Muslims believe that:
• Allah is all forgiving and 
 all merciful.
The Qur’an teaches that:
• by following its teachings 
 Muslims will be able to 
 fully submit to Allah.
By practising a Muslim way 
of life:
• they will be choosing 
 good and are less likely to 
 need forgiveness.  
Many Muslims believe that: 
• Allah is most forgiving 
 because . . . 
• if Allah forgives those who 
 have done wrong and ask 
 forgiveness Muslims 
 should also because . . .
• they must ask Allah for 
 forgiveness, promise not 
 to go against Allah again 
 and make amends 
 because . . . 
Muslim teachings say that:
• Allah is forgiving and all 
 merciful (Surah 24:22)
• Muslims should pray for 
 forgiveness (Surah 51:18)
• Allah is forgiving, but not 
 for sin of shirk 
 (Surah 42:6)
• forgiving others is a good 
 thing (Surah 64:14) 
• reconciliation is a good 
 thing (Surah 42:40).
Use an understanding of 
the links between the
religious beliefs, teachings
and practices investigated
to consolidate an 
understanding of religion
Many Muslims:
• worship Allah as a way of 
 life because . . . 
• try to follow the teachings 
 in the Qur’an because . . . 
• try to practice goodness 
 because . . . 
• try to practice forgiveness 















	 	 practices	demonstrate	the	understanding	of		 	
	 	 (concept)	by	this/these	religion(s)	.	.	.	
•		 to	help	learners	explain	different	religious		 	 	
	 viewpoints:	
	 –	 What	are	differences	in	denominations/traditions			
	 	 and	religions	(influenced	by	history/culture/		 	
	 	 message)	.	.	.	?	





















• Ceremonies of welcome into a 
 religion.
• Educational rituals/activities to 
 nurture.
• Ceremonies that give praise, 
 worship and thanksgiving.
• Behaviour, actions or traditions 
 that show commitment.
• Support that can be given to help 
 deal with difficult times.
• Actions that build community.
• Instigate positive change in the 
 world.
Apply a wide range of religious 
concepts to a variety of religious
beliefs, teachings and practices
Religious teachings:
• Showing contact between 
 God/ultimate reality and 
 humanity.
• Showing how to demonstrate 
 belonging.




• Relating to behaviour and doing 
 the right thing.
• Identifying expectations for this 
 life and after death.
• Indicating how to deal with 
 challenge/tests of faith.
Religious beliefs relating to:
• God/ultimate reality
• belonging, commitment, praise
• communication with 
 God/ultimate reality (religious 
 experiences) 
• behaviour (Golden Rule)
• commitment 




God; relationships (with God and 
people); commitment; 
belonging; worship; identity; 
meaning; purpose, etc.
Accurately explain and justify the 
reasons for the range of 
viewpoints held by religious people 
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God; relationships (with God and 
people); commitment; 
belonging; worship; identity; 
meaning; purpose, etc.
Accurately explain and justify the 
reasons for the range of 
viewpoints held by religious people 
Why do people have 
faith?
While	more	than	one	religion	has	been	chosen	for	the	example,	the	same	concept	awareness	would	
apply	when	studying	one	religion	only.	The	commissioned	DVD	Faith, Life, Challenge: Religious 


















	 –	 How	do	differences	in	denominations/traditions/	 	
	 	 religions	(influenced	by	history/culture/message)		
	 	 justify	different	ways	of	seeing	the	world	.	.	.	?		
	 –	 Explain	how	and	why	different	religious	people		 	
	 	 interpret	fundamental	questions	in	a	unique	way	.	.	.
























































































































Optional Assessment Materials for Religious Education Key Stages 2 
and 3	(ACCAC,	2004)	
The Teacher’s Toolkit: Raise Classroom Achievement with Strategies 
for Every Learner by	Paul	Ginnis	(Crown	House	Publishing,	2001)
Crystal Series	by	Gill	Vaisey	(CAA,	2002)
Important Religious Questions by	Gavin	and	Fiona	Craigen	
(UWIC	Press,	2008)
World Faiths Today (Welsh	National	Centre	for	Religious	Questions,	
2008)	











production	of	this	guidance	and Exemplifying learner profiles at Key 
Stages 2 and 3 in religious education: Additional guidance	including:
Gavin	Craigen	 Curriculum	Support,	Flintshire,	Denbighshire,		
	 	 	 Conwy	
Rhian	Davies	 	 King	Henry	VIII	Comprehensive	School,		 	
































































exemplar framework for religious education for 3 to 19-year-olds  
in Wales teachers	need	to	encourage	learners	to	carry	out	
investigations	in	an	objective,	balanced	way	and	without	personal	
bias.	To	support	this	balance	and	objectivity	it	is	helpful	if	
learners,	when	referring	to	religious	or	non-religious	beliefs,	use	
statements	such	as	‘Some	Sikhs	believe	.	.	.	because	.	.	.	,	while	
others	believe	.	.	.	because	.	.	.	’.	This	tries	to	ensure	objectivity	
and	awareness	that	similarities	and	differences	exist	within	and	
across	religions	and	other	disciplines.	
When	visiting	believers	or	inviting	them	into	the	classroom	
it	is	the	school’s	choice	who	to	invite	and	it	is	the	teacher’s	
responsibility	to	ensure	that	objectivity	is	retained	–	where	
believers	have	been	invited	because	of	a	particular	viewpoint	it	
is	the	teacher’s	responsibility	to	ensure	that	the	messages	are	
balanced	by	providing	further	stimulus	and	a	range	of	viewpoints.
Please	note
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The	examples	used	in	the	case	studies	are	suggestions	of	the	type	
of	activities	that	could	take	place.	It	is	the	responsibility	of	the	
school	to	check	the	suitability	of	resources	and	to	acquire	any	site	
licences	needed	to	make	use	of	commercially	available	materials.
It	is	good	practice	when	using	commercially	produced	materials	
that	might	cause	offence	that	parents	complete	a	parental	
permission	form.
It	is	crucial	that	prior	to	visiting	any	website	with	learners	the	
practitioner	visits	the	website	in	advance.	This	should	be	done	to	
check	that	the	information/material	intended	for	use:
•	 supports	the	learning	of	children	and	young	people
•	 is	relevant	to	the	work	being	explored
•	 is	appropriate	for	children	and	young	people.
We	are	not	responsible	for	the	content	or	reliability	of	the	
websites	or	organisations	noted.	Listing	should	not	be	taken	as	
endorsement	of	any	kind.
